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T HE pleaſure I have received from the pe- 
ruſal of your excellent pamphlet, Anticipa- 


tion, and the high opinion I entertain of your 
talents, were my chief inducements for prefixing 
your name ta this Dramatic compoſition. 


The celebrated perſonages you have ſo maſ- 
terly finiſhed, were painted from the originals, they 
having often ſat to your pencil: But as it was utterly 
impoſſible that I could pourtray from the life the 
thoughts and ſecret actions behind the curtain, of 
the characters I have drawn, I was neceſſitated to 

hav 


* - 
LF 


n 


have recourſe to the voice of Public Fame, and 
glean from her all thoſe tints that illumine, and 
ſhades that obſcure the group which have ſo long 
performed on our p———| ſtage, in defiance of 


the hiſſings, and every other mark of diſapproba- 
tion that an enraged audience dare ſhew, who deteſt 
their manner, and mode of action, in every re- 
ſpect. 


* 


The Gentleman from whom I drew the cha- 
racter of Charles, I hold in the greateſt eſteem, 
for the goodneſs of his heart, and his amiable 
conduct in private life; but I will venture to 
affirm, that only the ſuperlative abilities of a Sir 

| Oliver (whoſe greatneſs of mind, depth of un- 
derſtanding, and patriotic enthuſiaſm, is ſo well 
known) can extricate him from the misfortunes 


and difficulties he is at preſent involved in. 


My laſt ſcene, I own, is anticipated; but I 
flatter myſelf that 1 ſhall ſoon have the happineſs 
of its being performed, which will reſtore to us 
all thoſe bleſſings we have ſo long been ſtrangers 
ro, 


In 


6 


In the following ſcenes you will find many 
inaccuracies, which I hope you will impute to 
the hurry of compoſition, the whole piece being 
the offspring of a few days, FM 


I am, Sir, 8 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


THE AUTHOR, 
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Dramatis Perſonc. 


CuAktxs, Mr. KING, 
Joszrn SURFACE, Lord Trane, 
CRABTREE, Lord Ruxzicon, 


Sir BenNjAMmin BAcKBITE, Lord MinDEN, 
Sir OLIVER, Lord SH—LB—XE, 
Mozes, Lord Box As, 


Snake, | Signor FRAzERING. 


T H E 


8 N 28 


0 


Sc AN DX 


We Cloſet d 


Charles diſcovered fitting in a melancholy poſture; d-ſp-tch-s 
relative to the taking of a petty ſugar-houſe lying in 
| the table. 


CHARLES. (Sighing:) 


A H me !—to ſee what I've ſeen, ſeeing what I ſee !=—- 

Would my deareſt Joſeph were come !—My father, 
my friend, and comforter Vet *tis very extraordinary 
that none of his plans are proſperous ! His plans !—his 
plans Haſt thou no head-piece of thy own, Charles, to 
plan and to execute ?—-Muſt Joſeph be the inviſible mo- 
ver, the primum mobile of all thy family-affairs ?—No— 
He has too long led me by the noſe already, and my ſervants 


ſhall ſoon ſee me maſter of my oy/n family — they, poor 
FT, B fouls! 


* 


% 


— 
* - 
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of a Steward Whoſe plans prove all abortive. 
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ſouls ! think 'tis Crabtree, Backbite, and Moſes, that adviſe 
me to perſiſt in coercive meaſures, as the moſt ſalutary means 
of bringing my refractory ſervants to their obedience | 
Little do they imagine that they're but the puppets of my 
will, the mere engines of his plot Who is there? 


% 


Enter a SERVANT. 


SERVANT. 3 
Sir, Joſeph Surface ſends his reſpects to you, and waits 
your pleaſure, 
CHARLES. 


Tell him to approach.—He ſhan't counſel me any more, 
that I am determined on. 


Enter JOSEPH SURFACE, 


JOSEPH. 


O my dear maſter ! how happy am I in your preſence, 
and in being honoured with your confidence! (Kneels.) 


CHARLES, 


Riſe, Joſeph.—Ever ſince I came to the poſſeſſion of my 
eſtate, I have blindly and implicitly followed your advice, 


in every thing relative to the management of my family— 


but in place of bettering my fortune, and retrieving my 
loſles, every day's poſt brings me news of a d-f-at |—To 


whom am I to attribute theſe loſſes ?—to my own fooliſh- «4 


neſs, that leaves every matter of conſequence to the conduct 
Il do not 
accuſe you of having a bad heart, but you are certainly nei- 
ther bleſs'd with a clear head, nor penetrating mind. 
Excuſe my freedom, my dear Joſeph; I am as much your 

| friend 
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friend as ever, but I am reſolved hereafter to manage my af- 
fairs myſelf. 


G JOSEPH. 

What can all this mean Has Crabtree betrayed me? 
(Aſide-)——O my honout'd maſter !- let me know in what 
your flave has offended you? Ever ſince the death of 
your grandfather, has not my whole life been devoted to 
your ſervice ?—Did not your dear father on his death-bed 
bequeath you to my charge? — And have I not made you a 
prodigy in learning ?—ls there a ſingle pre blem in all Euclid 
that you can't ſolve inſtantaneouſly ls there a town of note 
on the terraqueous globe that you can't tell its longitude and 
latitude? its ſoil, manufactures, and the manners of its inha- 
bitants ?—Are you not an adept in gunnery, fortification, 
and the whole art of war? — As for your political know- 
ledge, the ipſe dixit of me you might look on as flattery, 
were not the whole of your faithful domeſtics of the ſame 
opinion, that you're the Machiavel of the age. To be 
ſure, your affairs are but Ja la at preſent, but a hardy be- 
ginning is a good beginning ;—another vigorous ſtroke, and 


the whole of your ſlaves in the weſtern part of your eſtate 


will be cruſh'd like vipers Do not heed the barkings of 
your diſcarded domeſtics, and tenants ; they only want to get 
into your ſervice, that they may devour your loaves and 
fiſhes, and ruin your eftate.——As for me conducting your 
affairs, you only aſx'd my opinion, and I gave it you with 
freedom, yet deference : for my knowledge compared to 
yours, is but as a grain of ſand to the fea ſhore z and I hope 
Jil never be ſo void of ſenſe and good manners, as dictate or 
bias in the ſmalleſt degree the Solomon of his c untry. 


B 2 CHARLES. 
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CHARLES. 

O my dear father! excuſe the raſhneſs of my ſpeech 
I too harſhly condemned you : but the anxiety you juſt now 
ſhew'd at my diſpleaſure, convinces me you are the only 
friend I have, and hereafter I'll look on you as my oracle.— 
I've receiv'd bad news: one of my IR is taken by 
my per fidious foe, 
| JOSEPH. 
Is that all that makes you uneaſy ? — A mere trifle ; it 
coſt you more money for ſervants wages, and keeping it in 
repair, than the rents you drew from it—if I was in your 
ſituation, I ſhould not much care if I loſt all the ſugar-houſes 
and rum-ſtills on the eſtate; they only encourage your ſer- 
vants in luxury and idleneſs; and make them prate on mat- 
ters they have no buſineſs With: it has often made me mad 
to hear the ſlaves that ſit in your two kennels, cenſuring the 
conduct of you and your domeſtics. - Are not they as much 
your property as the woods and cattle on your grounds? 
They know not as yet what 'tis to awake the ſleeping lon 3 
ere long I hope to ſee them all gagg'd and puniſhed 
for their inſolence.— But, Sir, I've a matter of great moment 
to communicate to you. f 


CHARLES, 
Aye, what is it ? 


JOSEPH. (Pulling out a ſbeet of paper.) 


A new invented chymical paper that is proof againſt fire 
and water, Pleaſe to write on it, and commit it to the 
flames: as Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego remained in 
the fiery furnace, and came out without a hair of their heads 
being finged, fo will this paper, although it lay a twelve- 
month in the cęntre of any furnace on your eſtate. 


CHARLES. 
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CHARLES. 

- What a valuable diſcovery O had the ancients known 
but this, what ſublime literary productions !—what noble 
arts and ſciences would they have handed down to their 
children But pray let me know the name, country, and 
profeſſion of the diſcoverer ; he ſhall have a ſalary of five 
kundred pounds per annum during. life, and a thouſand 
pounds at his deceaſe, towards erecting a monument to the 
n of ſuch a tranſcendent genius ! 


JOSEPH. 


| His name is M*<Sure, is a native of a 
to no buſineſs but the herding of _ and the catching 
of ſalmon, | 


CHARLES. 


It gives me a double pleaſure to hear he is bon Ci 
donial— What multitudes of geniuſes ſpring from thy 
bleak mountains thy ſhepherds are philoſophers, thy me- 
chanics, mathematicians ; and thy ploughmen, divines, gene- 
rals, legiſlators, and conſummate politicians !—O, Joſeph! 
it is certainly the viſible elyſium of the earth. 


JOSEPH. 


That is an excellent and juſt remark, worthy of Solon or 
Lycurgus.—Honoured Sir! from your lips droppeth wiſ- 
dom; for knowledge and © underſtanding dwell in your 


boſom |! 


| CHARLES, 
Ah, Joſeph, you flatter me ! 


JOSE PH, 
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JOSEPH. 

Me, Sir ! if ſpeaking truth be flattery, I do. That laſt 
Entence is a proof of your delicacy, as well as ſenſibility. 
Great fouls ſoideteſt flattery, that they even bluſh at the 
Kare recital of their own merits.— But, Sir, pleaſe to write 
a few lines, and then throw it into the fire. | 
| bj Charles a'2074ting, a r ſervant comes in, who n to lie. 

1 Ji 110i is 15 
8 E R v A N.T. 8 27 | 
Sir, there is bad news arrived from the Weſt : Sir wy 
Clatter is repulſed with great loſs of men, in his expedition 
up Boreas river on a foraging party? but he has taken fifty 
gere, thirty hogs, ten ſheep, and forty-five head of black 
cattle, priſoners, Sir Benjamin Backbite is waiting your 


pleaſure ; as I told him your honour was deeply engaged in 
bufineſs of great importance. 


Lol 0 CHARLES. 


That was right, Sir. Never let any perſon approach my 
preſence, whey this gentleman is with me. Inform Sir 
Benjamin, that 1 am very ſorry for the loſs of my ſervants, 
but that it giv es me a oreat deal of conſolation that Sir Harry 
took ſo many valuable priſoners. Tell him further, it is 
my command, that he inſtantly acquaints Moſes of it, in 
order that he and Snake may ſpin it out in the moſt pomp- 


ous manner for an Extraordinary Hum. b But where are the 
d-ſp-tch-s? £4 eh 


SERV ANT. 
There are none, Sir. It is not of-c-al intelligence; but he 
ſays it may be relied on for truth. 


CHARLES, 
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Not of -c-al AI will not believe a ſyllable of any Sing 
that is not of-c-ally told me. Give my complimentsto Sir 
Benjamin, acquaint him I am very much ſurpriſed and 
enraged at his bringing 'me newſpaper-reports for of -c-dl 
fats ; and order him'to call on me to-morrow morning. 
(Ei Servant. 

JOSEPH. | N 
What a conciſe and energetic anſwer you have ſent Sir 
Benjamin, worthy of being engraven in letters of gold ! Hall 
you liſtened to any others than of-c-al men, ſince you took 
poſſeſfion of your eſtate, you would not have been bleſſal 


at this day with the faithful lcrvices of our preſent obcdicat 
and worthy domeſtics, 


CHARLES. (rites a few lines on the paper, Sts 
it into the fire. p 


What an amazing and uſeful ſecret is | this, be found 
out by a ſimple ſhepherd ! Had this been known even a few 
centuries ago, what a light it would have thrown on many 
paſſages of the hiſtory of our country by ſaving the valuable 
records that have been deſtroyed by that mercileſs element, 
fire ! 


o 
— 


Jos EPA. 


Ay, true, Sir! what a wiſe obſervation !—If this chy- 
mical paper had been diſcovered by the ancients, we would 
have known to a certainty, whether Dircæus or Piſeus was 
the inventor of the brazen trumpet : whether the ancient 
phyſicians took the glyſter from their obſervation of the bird 
Ibis, that thruſted her bill into her tail: whether the ſea- 
ſpiders are liſters or coulins- german to Venus, they both 


ſpring- 
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ſpringing from one womb, the foam of the ſea: and many 
other valuable diſcoveries, which would have been of infinite 


ſervice to the cauſe of letters, and the virtugſi of this ages 
that ſearch ſo deeply into the myſteries of nature. 


CHARLES. 


But pray, Joſeph, is the inventor of this bs paper 3 
young or an old man ? 


JOSEPH. 


He is not above twenty-two years of age; and has inven- 
ted ſeveral other things equally curious :—1 have a tima- 
piece at my houſe, which he firiiſhed ere he was ſixteen 
years old: it not only tells the hours, minutes and ſeconds, 
but the moon's age, the day of the month, the ſun's pro- 
greſs in the ecliptic; and, what will ſurpriſe you moſt, 


the movements are all of wood |! [ 


CHARLES. 
That is ſurpriſing indeed hut why did you not 
bring it along with you ? 
JOSEPH. 
1 did not care ſhewing it your honour, till he finiſhed a 


new caſe for it, as perhaps the old one would not be —_ 


pleaſing to your ſight, 
CHARLES, 
Nor pleafing ! why, what is it? 
JOSEPH, 
'The bones of a horſe's head ! 
CHARLES, 
In a horſes's head is all this piece of mechaniſm !—T 


thought you knew ne better than imagine it would not be 
agree; 
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agreeable to me !—bring it as it is.] love to ſee the dawn« 
ings of genius in their rudeſt ſtate, and let the artiſt come 
along with it—I']I handſomely reward his ingenuity. 


Errors in conduct I may fall into, and continue in, perhaps, 
like other men, but it ſhall never be ſaid of me when I'm 


dead, that Charles let genius and merit pine away in miſery, 
by not affording them proper encouragement, 


Enter SERVAN T. 


| - SERVANT. 

Sir Benjamin Backbite gave me theſe papers to deliver ins 

to your hands directly, and waits your commands. 
CHARLES. (Opens them, and reads to himſelf.) * 

O Joſeph ! St. Petite and Mignonette are taken by my 

ſervants ! 
JOSEPH, 
That is a lucky ſtroke indeed 


CHARLES. (Ta the Servant.) 


Give theſe again to Sir Benjamin: tell him to find out 
Moſes and Snake inſtantly—let them extract a ſufficiency 
for a Hum Extraordinary, which I command for this even- 
ing: and 'tis my pleaſure he waits on me as ſoon as he's de- 
livered theſe to Moſes : This glorious event will by far over- 
balance the loſs of a petty ſugar-houſe, which, as you 
ſay, is not worth the keeping. 


JOSEPH. 


Where will your enemies now get their fiſh, to ſupport 
them in their meagre days: 


C CHARLES, 


10 THE SCHOOL 
CHARLES. 

Toſeph, I've juſt now had it of-ci-lly, that Sir Harry 
Clatter is r-p-lſed with great loſs, but Moſes and Snake 
know well enough how to varniſh it over: they'll ſay he 
met with & ſlight check, or that he did not intend going far- 
ther up the country, was returned with a great booty, and 
without the loſs of a man. 


JOSEPH. 


Well, what think you of your affairs now in the Weſt : 
every thing goes on ſwimmingly in your favour what 
Lord and General Quomodo could not efteA, will be 'ac- 
compliſhed by Sir Harry Clatter and Admiral Boiſterous : 
you will ſoon have the weſtern ſaints at your feet, and then 


uſe them according to their deſerts. 


CHARLES. | 
No, Toſeph Remember what Shakeſpeare ſays : I'll uſe 
them much better :—let them own their errors, and I am 
ſatisfied, | | 


JOSEPH. 


This is too lenient, Sir. ——Might I adviſe—— 


CHARLES. 


Had I conſulted my own judgment and feelings, and the 
probable conſequences of ſo raſhly appealing to the ſy-rd, 
without giving them ſome redreſs to their pretended grievan- 
ces, my affairs would not have wore ſo bad an aſpect this 
this day. 

JOSEPH, 


Mere fortune de la guerre. Have I not often told you, 


Sir, that to have a true reliſh of the pleaſures of proſperity, 
| it 
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it is neceſſary to taſte the bitters of adverſity ?!——This blaſt 
will ſoon blow over, and peace and happineſs crown your 
toils. I did not chooſe to contradict you in your paſſion, 
but you know well enough my plans were not proſecuted 
I told you in the beginning to ſend over treble the number 
of ſervants and cockboats, which would have cruſh'd the 
hypocrites in the bud but penny-wiſe and pound-fooliſh 
Moſes was of the contrary opinion; he told your honour 
that a third of my propoſed number was more than ſufficient 
to m-rch from one end of Occidentia to the other without 
any interruption ; and what a ſaving would accrue to your 
tenants and eſtate, by curtailing two thirds of the expences. 


CHARLES. 
You certainly adviſed me to ſend over treble the number 
I did, but Crabtree and Moſes perſuaded me to the con- 


trary. 
\ 


JOSEPH. 


_ Have Il found you out, Mr. Crabtree, at laſt of duplicity 
(aſide) Sir, you are now convinced that it is not my 
plans that have failed but although Occidentia was even 
never regained, I ſee no great loſs would accrue to you by 
like your ſugar-houſes and rum-ſtills, it 


the want cf it 
only feeds the luxury of your ſervants, and foſters a neſt of 


hypocritical cheats and wicked incendaries. 


CHARLES. 

Why, as you ſay, Joſeph : I don't think that it will hurt 
me much, if I never recover an acre of it: but 'tis the general 
opinion of my domeſtics, particularly Governor Inſolence, 
that another attack conducted with vigour, and made by 
ſufficient numbers, would ſoon bring them into ſubmiſſion.— 


If I can't regain it, I muſt contole myſelf in the beſt manner 
poſſible 
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poſſible for the loſs of it. but if I do get the bridle and 
ſaddle once more on them, I'll take care they ſhan't run 
away again, as Crabtree and Moſes have invented a new 
whip, ſpur, bit, martingal, girth and crupper, of ſuch an 
excellent conſtruction, that they can't move a joint without 
the permiſſion of their rider, 


JOSEPH. 


I really muſt own, Sir, they are the two fitteſt of your whole 
domeſtics or tenants for the inventing chains and curbs to 
keep your unruly and reſtive cattle in proper obedience. 


CHARLES, 


So they are, Joſeph——but I muſt to my ſtudy, and re- 
trieve loſt time. I expect you'll wait on me to-morrow 
morning, and bring your phoenix and his time- piece along 
with you, 

JOSEPH. 


You may depend on my punctuality. Adieu, my ho- 
noured and worthy maſter ! (Exit, 
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SCENE Il. Moſes's Hoſe. 


Scene draws, and diſcovers Moſes and Snake ſitting ; a table 
and papers befare them. 


MOSES. 


HAT ſugar-houſe is a great loſs to our maſter and 

his tenants, Snake; and Sir Harry Clatter's involun- 
tary r-tr--t, are two unlucky ſtrokes for us, eſpecially at 
this time of the year, on the eve of opening the two tennels > 
for the hounds of oppoſition will bark and ſnarl moſt un- 
mercifully at us; and Charles's ſpare crumbs are not a hun- 
dredth part ſufficient to ſilence their clamorous tongues, by 
giving each a bone to pick But let me hear what you've 
diſh'd up for the hum of to-night, 


SNAKE. | 

In a twinkling, Sir. (Reads.) © Blackhall, Nov. 

0 Laſt night arrived Capt. M'Rea, with an account of the 

« Gaſconades ſurpriſing one of our petty ſugar-houſes ; they 

&« m-rd-red ſeveral hundreds in cold blood after the maſter 
and his ſervants ſurrendered 


MOSES. 


They did not m-rd-r any, Snake, after the ſugar-houſs 
ſurrendered, 


SNAKE. 


I know that as well as you, Sir—but the n- d- ring in 
cold blood draws the attention of the tenants off the Is of the 
ſugar-houſe ; and redoubles their hatred of the Gaſconades, 


MOSES, 
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MOSES, 
Why, there is ſomething in that; Snake, L muſt con- 
fcls—go on. 
7 | SNAKE. 


« But we have the pleaſure to inform the tenants and 
« ſervants of this eſtate, that ſeveral cock-boats full of men 
« failed from Occidentia, not only to retake the ſugar- 
©, houſe, but to ſicze every ſpot in that quarter delonging to 
4 the Gaſconades, and tate, burn, fink, and deſtroy, (that's 
a favourite phraſe, Moſes, and cannot fail of pleaſing) 
all the cock- boats belonging to that perfidiaus enemy.“ 


MOSES. 
That will do vaſtly well LBut now let me hear what 


you've ſaid of Sir Harry Clatter's r-p-{ſe—for it's of- "my 
arrived, and mult be inſerted to-night, 


SNAKE. {Reads.) 


& Sir Harry Clatter is returned to w-nt-r-qu-rters from a 
& f-r-ging-party : he met with a party of Occidentians up 
© Boreas river, whom he d-f--ted without the loſs of a man e 
« took two hundred of them, who immedia ely entered into 
his ſervice : three hundred pgecſe, five hundred ſheep, and 
two thouſand head of black cattle priſoners of war.“ 


MOSES. 


You are a nonpareil at this kind of compoſition, Snake — 
a r-p- Iſe you turn to a v-&-ry ; .a dozen priſoners you mul- 
tiply into two hundred; fifty geeſe into three hundred; ten 
ſheep into five hundred; and forty-five head of black cattle 


into two thouſand I- proteſt there is not your equa] on 


the whole eſtate ! 
Enter 
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Enter SERVANT. 
SERVANT. 


Sir Benjamin Backbite wants to ſee you inſtantly on bub- 


nels of the utmoſt importance, 
MOSES. 


Tell him to walk in—there's none here but Snake, | 


| ( Exit Serv. 
* good news, I hope, We Sir Benjamin is 


never in ſuth a hurry to communicate any bad intelligence 


but his countenance will explain it ere he opens his lips. 


Enter Sir BENJAMIN BACKBITE, fniling. 


Sir BENJA M I'N. 
My dear Moſes I- the rareſt news 


MOSES. (Te Snake.) 


I told you fo, Snake---perhaps General WaſhingbalFs ſer= 


vants are defeated. 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


We have taken St. Petite and Mignonette without a drop 
of blood being ſpilt—— 1¹ 


MOSES and SNAKE. 
Is that all the conqueſt, Sit Benjamin? 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


Is that all ! do you ſay coolly ?---I&it not a moſt capital 


blow to the Gaſconades ?—What will become of them in 
Lent Who will ſupply them with fiſh ?—Not a ſingle 


ſprat will they get from us, if it was to fave them from pera 
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dition !—the Van-ſlaughters will make them pay quadruple 
price for every one; beſides the hazard of our cock-boats 
taking them, and the perils of waves, winds and rocks !— 
©, tis a glorious and lucky ſtroke 


| MOSES. We 
Why I own *tis better than they taking another ſugar- 


houſe from us; for Snake and I will make it of ſome uſe to 
our cauſe. 


Sir BENJAMI N. (Giving the papers to Snake. ) 

There's the account of the whole expedition, Snake— 
Charles orders Moſes and you to ſkim the cream of them 
directly, and whip it up as a ſyllabub for the tenarits and 
ſervants of the eſtate to ſwallow this night ere they go to-bed, 
that they may have at leaſt one night's ſound ſleep more in 
their lives ;—and, Snake, Tl be proud of your company 
to-morrow at breakfaſt, if you are not engaged ? 


SNAEE. 
I am not, Sir; and ſhall certainly do myſelf the pleaſure 
to attend you. 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


Gentlemen, your moſt obedient—I'm in a very great 
hurry---for Charles is waiting to conſult me on ſome affairs 
of conſequence — adieu. (Exit Sir Benj. 


MOSES. 


What can Charles want with Sir Benjamin !---I'm ſure 
he's a'very improper perſon to adviſe with on any matter of 
importance---not one of his plans ever proſper---Was not 
his attempt to join General Quomodo a piece of Quixotiſm, 
and you ſee into what diſgrace General Flouriſh has fallen 
into, by undertaking to execute his lunatic ſcheme -I did 

| all 
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all J could laſt ſeaſon in the lower kennel to protract the 
enquiry, as I was ſure Backbite would be found in the 
wrong, and although my ſecret influence at that time prevailed, 
I cannot pretend to prevent reſearches into that affair much 
longer Poor Flouriſh deſerves better treatment. ut to 
the point in hand, Snake :---Read, add, and eraſe---ſkip 
over the long-winded parts of it: the articles of c- pla- on, 
&c. TI only want to hear the marrow . hut make it as long 
and pompous 2s you pleaſe in the Hum Extraordinary. 


SNEAK. (Neads.) 

& Blact hall, Nov. This morning at ten o'clock ar- 
& rived Capt. MLucky, of the Shrimp cock-boat, with 
& the agreeable news of the gaining of two fiſhing-rocks, 
& called St. Petite and Mignonette, without firing a ſingle 
d ſquib,”--- This is Sir Benjamin's Backbite's draught of it 
---but with a few alterations it may do, 


MOSES, 


Ay, ay, go on 
SNAKE. 

— The maſter of the fiſhing- rocks ſurrendered them 
« to Charles's ſervants, cn condition of himſelf and his 
« fiſhermen being ſent ſafe to Gaſcony.”---Here followeth 
the articles, which I'Il paſs, as you have not time to hear 
them read.---{ Reads.) „There could not be a more fortu- 
nate event for this eſtate, than the taking of theſe rocks, 
* which ſupplicd all Gaſcony with fiſh ; will prove of the 
0 greateſt diſtreſs to our enemies,” He has omitted the ex- 
preſſive epithet perfidious, which I muſt inſert- and will 
be of more real advantage to us than all the ſugar-houſes 
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& and rum-ſtills belonging to the eſtate.” ---That laſt inu- 
endo is judiciouſly thruſt in, and will prepare the tenants 
to ſtand the ſhock of a few more ſugar-houſes being taken by 
ſurpriſe, which I'm afraid will be the caſe.--- There is no 
more, Sir. 
MOS ES. 

No more !---What ! no account of the ſtores and pro- 

viſions of the fiſhermen ? 


SNAKE. 


No, Sir: but I'll examine the original letters (locting 
over the papers): Ay, here is a liſt of the ſtores —— 


MOSES. 


What a fool Sir Benjamin muſt be, to pretend to write 
ſuch a capital article for the peruſal of the tenants, and omit 
the liſt of ſtores---the chief article which always ſwells out 
the Hum. i ; 

SNAKE. (Reads). 


A liſt of the ammunition, ſtores, and proviſions, found 
ce on the rocks of St. Petite and Mignonette, belonging to 
&« the Gaſcagade fiſhermen---Six pieces of cannon, four of 


& them ſpiked —— 
| MOSES. 
| Make theſe fix pieces lixty ; tis only adding a nullo, and 
ſcore out ſpiked. 
SNAKE. 
& Fifteen harrels of gunpowder —— 
| MOSES, 
| Add too nullos to that article, | 
1 SNAKE, 


* 
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SNAKE. 


& One dozen of balls ;---N. B. four of them not fit for 
&« uſe, being crack'd and abus'd by breaking of coals, — 


4 
MOSES. 
Add three nullos to the quantity of balls, and eraze the 
note bene, 
| SNAKE. 4 
c“ Forty muſkets, and one hundred ditto balls. | 1 
. {4 | 4 
Alter that to four thouſand muſkets, and one hundred 1 
thouſand ditto balls. 
SNAKE, il 


Faith, Sir, you're as expert at multiplication as your 
humble ſervant—one would think you had ſerved an ap- 4 
prenticeſhip to it. i 4 

MOSES. 

I'm glad I've your good opinion of my talents in that 
line---but if my numbers don't pleaſe you, you are at li- 
berty to alter them---go on, Snake. | 


\ 
SNAKE. = 
& Thirty bayonets 8 


MOSES. is 
Make the number of them nigh equal to the muſkets, i] 
« Proviſions and cloathing- Three hundred barrels of by | | 


* native Gaſconade pickled frogs, y; 
D 2 MOSES. 
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MOSES. 


Eraze that article, for our maſter's tenants will only laugh 
at it, and perhaps turn the whole into ridicule, 


| SNAKE, 

Indeed, Sir, it's rather a laughable article. ( Reads.) 
« Twenty hogſheads of garlic, and ten caſks of various 
6 ſpices, 1 

| MOSES, 
Let theſe two articles go as they are, 


SNAKE. 
& Six barrels of beef, and four of pork, which were the 
s ſole property of the maſter, 


MOSES, 
Add three nullos to each of theſe, 
SNAKE. 
& Utenſils | | 
| MOSES. 
Read them all at once, for I'll make no alterations. 
SNAKE. | 


& One jack, two ſpits, two ſauce-pans, three large 
b© boilers, fifty ſtew-pans, and forty earthen diſhes, 
„ cloatiiing ; fiſty yards of bandall cloth for ſnirts 

| MOSES. 1 

Stop, ſtop, Snake; make that five thouſand yards of fine 

linen. 


SNAKE, 
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SNAKE. 
& One hundred yards of flannel. 


AOS Es. 


Alter thoſe hundred yards of flannel to a thouſand yards of 
ſuperfine broad cloth. 


SNAKE. 


«© Three pair of leather ſhoes, and one hundred ditto of 
& wooden oncs.“ 


MOSES. 
Make them three thouſand pair of leather ſhoes, 


SNAKE. 


And now, Sir, I've read the whole liſt of 5 
proviſion, and cloathing found on the two 1ocks, 


MOSES, 


I think it is an excellent booty, Snake ;—fit to ſilence the © 
whole group of yelpers of oppoſition—what have they now 
to harp on, that may alarm the credulous tenants and ſlaves 
on the eſtate, Sir Harry Clatter is in good warm winter- 
quarters, and Admiral Boiſterous will either d-fe-t or bl-ck 
up the C—-, The ſun begins to ſhine on us again, Snake, 
and I hope neither you nor me ſhall ever be forced to give up 
our births, 


SNAKE, 

I hope ſo too, Sir—for while I am able to emerge my 
grey gooſe-quill in gall, Pl! wipe off the ſpots that blacken 
your integrity, and hold you forth to the world as the only 
ſurviving paragon of ancient patriotiſm, 


MOSES! 
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MOSES. 

Fm infinitely obliged to you, Snake—Odfo, that's well 
thought on !—have you wrote thoſe paragraphs I ſpoke to 
you of ? 

SNAKE. 
Yes, Sir :—Here they are (pulling a ſlip of paper out of his 


| pocket ). 


MOSES. 
Read them, Snake. 


SNAKE. (Read...) 


6 Tt may be depended on as a fact, that Sir Benjamin 
& Backbite is not ſo much in Charles's favour now as he 
& was wont to be; and as General Flouriſh's unfortunate 
& expedition will be ſoon ſifted to the bottom in the lower 
© kennel, his countenance is obferved to lengthen very 
* much of late, ſuppoſed to proceed from the fears of diſ- 
& grace, or the terrors of puniſhment, for dævoting ſo many 
C thouſand ſervants to deſtruction,” 


MOSES, 


Excellently wrote, my dear Snake Sir Benjamin de- 
ſerves no better for attempting to leſſen me in Charles's 
eſteem, and I'll never forgive him.— But, read on. 


2 

6 The patriotie wiſdom of Meſcs muſt be obvious to the 
« meaneſt ſervant: every day gives freſh proots of it: not 
* one new taX 1s laid on the induſtrious poor, but all on the 
& luxuries of life: he is particularly frugal of his maſter's 
#* money, never expending a penny but for the improvement 


of 


„ 
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ce of the eſtate ; obtains the carliiſt intelligence of the deſigns of 
t our enemies: dete/ts peculation ; and never attempted to 
<« throw a ſingle bone to the hounds of oppolition, in order 
« to keep them from ſnarling at him.—In ſhort, to 
« ſum up his good qualities, he has a fertile head to invent 
ways and means for the general welfare, coolneſs and e- 
« ſolution to carry them into execution, and every year 
« leſſens the p——<c debt.” 


MOSES. 
O Snake ! you bedaub me with compliments. 


SNAKE. 


They are honeſt truths, Sir; and the world ought to be 
informed of them.— I'll read you the other. 


MOS ES. 
Is that the laſh at Jemmy Twitcher ? 


SNAKE. 
Yes, Sir. But perhaps you mayn't think it ſevere 
enough, (Reads.) © A new manager of the cockboats 


« will be ſpeedily appointed, in conſequence of Jemmy 
« Twitcher's inattention to them, and miſleading his maſ- 
ce ter and domeſtics, by affirming to Charles, and the m-m- 
ce b-rs of the upper kennel, that he had more cockboats fit 
« for ſervice than the Chriſtian and Catholic ſquires could 
« jointly muſter: that he had waſted the powder of the 
6 eſtate, and protracted the failing of Admiral Boiſterous, 
* who might have overtaken and deſcated the Gaſconade 


« chief, 
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ec chief, by inviting Charles to a r-v—w of his cockboats, 
ac which impeded their failing for many weeks? and that he 
&« infringed on the liberties of the cockboat veterans, 
« by running ſnacks with their caterers, feeding them 
« with putrid bull beef in lieu of wholeſome ox beef; 
„ the /malleft of ſmall beer, fermented with brick- 
<« duſt and bruis'd oyſter-ſhells for comfortable beverage, 
c hogs-dung for ſoap, &c. &c. for all which miſdemeanors, 
« it is thought he will not only be ſpeedily expelled his of- 
« fice, but tried by the laws of the eſtate for fraud and em- 
« bezzlement of their money: he will be ſucceeded either 
& by Lord Quomodo or Admiral Handſomely.“ 


MOSES. 


My dear Snake !——What is't I can do for vou 
Command my ſervice at any time Will you give them 
in to-night ? 


SNAKE. 


You may depend on't, Sir, they ſhall have them to break« 
faſt on to-morrow morning. 


MOSES. 
I think Jemmy Twitcher had better held his tongue about 
my peculation, Snake ( Cives him a putſe.) —— There's 


a ſmall preſent in the mean time, till a good ſ-n- cure falls. 
w=— Farewell. (Exit Moles, 


SNAKE, 
Ay, this is enough for my trouble I don't give a fig 
for all your promiſes, Mr, Moſes.— I know you too well, 
to rely on your word ; | 


Thus 
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Thus do I ever make my fool my purſe, 
For I my own gain'd knowledge ſhould profane, 
If I ſhould time expend with ſuch poor ſnipes 


But for my ſport and profit : I hate them all, 


And, when my fortune's made, I'Il work their fall. 
(Exit, 
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Crabtree*'s Houſe. 


Crabtree diſcovered reading. 


CRABTREE. {Throwing away the book.) 


T is all in vain—nought can compoſe this melancholy 

breaſt; corroding cares do prey upon my peace, and all my 
frame is pain'd for want of reſt What had I to do with 
Charles's affairs? Didn't I fit ſoft enough upon my bag of 
wool ?—O thou curs'd fiend, Ambition! thou'ſt undone me. 
What are all my riches? They can't command one hour's 
ſound ſleep, nor a drop of ſweet content Would I had 
tun'd my oaten reed, and quaff'd the cryſtal ſtream in my 
native mountains ! then I had drank the ſweets of rural 
bliſs, and been a ſtranger to theſe pangs of miſery |! 


Enter a SERVANT. 
SERVANT. 


Sir, Joſeph Surface is come to wait on you, 


CRABTREE. 


Shew him in——Perhaps his company may chear my 
drooping ſpirits —O ye young candidates for faple chairs! 
that look on me as one that's on the throne of earthly 
happineſs ; could you but pry into my naked heart, and ſee 
the tortures that diſturb my foul, you'd tear your ſnowy 

. curls 
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curls from off your heads, throw your huge wigs of wiſ⸗ 
dom in the fire, and ne er more ope your lips on pro or con / 


Enter JOSEPH SURFACE. 


My honour'd Joſeph! I am glad to ſee you—I've had a 
very bad night's reſt, and ſuch horrid dreams as hath quite 
unmann'd me 

JOSEPH. 


Why, Crabtree, you make me laugh fright'ned at 
dreams ! You look, indeed, a little like Richard in the tent 
ſcene; but I'm ſure you have not the ſame cauſe for being 
terrified, Pray what were they ? 


CRABTREE, 


I dreamt that our affairs were in ſuch a deſperate ſituation 
in the Weſt, and the tenants and ſcrvants of the eſtate in 
ſuch a ferment here for the loſs not only of Occidentia, but 
all the ſugar-houſes and rum: ſtills belonging to our maſter, 
which methought were taken by the Gaſconades, that the 
two kennels petitioned Charles to remove from his perſon 
and confidence, Moſes, Sir Benjamin Backbite, Jemmy 
T witcher, and the whole J-nto, as the only means left to 
retrieve his eſtate, and regain the affection of his ſervants 
that they were no ſooner diſpoſſeſſed of their places than 
they accuſed them of ruining their maſter, of alienating 
his love from his faithful tenants, and of being the ſole 
cauſe of the death of thouſands, and the ſquandering of 
millions, by their avariciouſneſs in propoſing, their cruelty 
in attempting, and their ignorance and ſtubbornneſs in con- 
tinuing a diſpute ſo fatal and deſtructive to the whole of the 
tenants : that they were all found guilty, and the finiſher of 
the law ordered to ſend them immediately to the other 
world, as a juſt reward for their ſervices ; that Moſes, in 

| E 2 orde 
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order to ſave himſelf, acouſed me; that I, with ſhame 1 
ſpeak it, brought you in as the ſecret | cauſe of all the dif+ 
aſters; but the kennels condemned us all; and I awak'd 
juſt as I was unbuttoning my ſhirt collar on the ſcaffold, 
JOSEPH. 

A very fine dream, I muſt confeſs! and I thank you for 
the honour you intended me But know, once for all, 
Crabtree, if Charles had followed the advice I gave him, 
all would have been over ſome years ago: I wanted to ſmo- 
ther the flame ere it got to a height ; Moſes and you only 
fann'd it by your ill-tim'd parſimony. 

CRABTREE. 

Moſes and I, Sir! Why I only aQted as the go-between 
*twixt him and you] ſeldom gave my own opinion te 
Moſes. | | 
| JOSEPH. 
| Come, come, Crabtree, I don't want to fall out with 
you: but I have it from very high authority, that you and 
Mofes were the only two that perſiſted in ſending but a third 
of the number I propoſed, to quell the fracas——but I for- 
give you, | 


CRABTREE. 


I own I thought the number that was ſent more than fuf- 
ficient to effect it; but we are all prone to error; yet this I 
can aſſure you, it was not for the ſake of oppoſing your 
meaſure, but I thought it a uſeleſs addition to the load of 
d-bt we groan under, in ſending more than was neceſſary, 


JOSEPH. : 


Your open and candid declaration in this affair endears 
you to me more than ever! Let us now knit in an eternal 


and. 
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and inviolable friendſhip the times are perilous ;—our ſi- 
tuations precarious ;—the tenants view us with a jealous eye 
for although they do not think that I influence the actions 
of Charles at preſcut, yet the more penetrating of them 
have a ſtrong ſuſpicion of it, therefore we cannot 'be too 
cautious in our demeanours Las for Charles, I can wind 
him as I pleaſe ; and whatever plans in future we adopt, 
I'Il anſwer for their being put into execution, 


CRABTREE, 


That laſt ſpeech of yours has given me more eaſe of 
mind than I have ever felt fince Flourith's d-f-at—whatever 


meaſures we reſolve on, I'jl undertake to bring Moſes into 
them, whilſt you manage Charles—there is not a more de- = 
cile ſervant on the eſtate than Moſes ; but that fellow Back- | | | 
bite is a great bar to all our projects I never could bear | 
the ſight of him ſince I learnt he was the author of thoſe 
low, ſcurtilous letters, under the ſignature of F-n-ws, 


JOSEPH. 


What ! he the author of F-n-us Il never knew it be- 
fore ! Heavens ! I'll ſoon unrobe him Why, ſurely 
Charles is quite ignorant of it, Crabtree ? 


CRABTREE. 


He certainly is, Sir ; for I never choſe to mention it. 


JOSEPH. 


Not chooſe to mention it? it's tr--ſ-n to conceal it! a, 
blundering, half-witted fool! it was entirely againſt my 
will he had any thing to do with Charles's affairs knew 

he 
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he would turn them all topſy-turvey—but I'll unfold the 
ſecret to-morrow morning. 


CRABTREE. 
Upon reflection, Sir, you had beſt not; "twill only coun- 


teract our plans the more—he will in revenge join our foes 
in the kennel, diſcover our ſecrets, and prove a formidable 
enemy, as he is a pretty good barker—let him alone a little; 
the affair of Flouriſh's exp-d-t-on and ſ-rr-nd-er will be 
ſoon inveſtigated, and Backbite will be diſgraced enough 
without your intermeddling in the matter. 


JOSEPH. 


Well, I ſhall take your advice, Crabtree. But what 
think you of the two fiſhing-rocks we have gain'd ? 


CRABTREE. 


To ſpeak my mind freely, I think they're not worth the 
mentioning ; but they'll fill a column or two of the Hum, 
and conſole the ſhallow part of the ſervants for the loſs of 
the ſugar-houſe, 


JOSEPH, 


Aye, there our affairs are going to wreck ; ſcarcely a 
cockboat in that quarter. I've ſpoke to Charles about it, 
and he throws the blame on Twitcher; he told me he would 
try him half a year longer, when, if he had not a ſufficient 
number to guard the ſugar-houſes and rum-ſtil!s, with a 
proper force in the M-d-t an, beſides fecurin: our eſtate 
at home, and maintaining cur ſuperiority in Occidentia, he 
would turn him out, and place Lord Cue mode in his ſtead, 


But I'll now inform you of my plan for uext ſcaſon. 


CRABTREE, } 


* 
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CRABTREE. 
O, by all means, let me hear it 


JOSEPH. 


Twenty th-uſ-nd ſervants of Mrs. Catherine's, ten th-u- 
{-nd from this eſtate, and we'll purchaſe ten th-uſ-nd from 
the G————n *ſquires, at a few p-unds per head, which 
will all be ſent to the Wet in a few months: this will effec- 
tuate the buſineſs, with Sir Harry Clatter's activity. 


CRABTREE. 


Such an addition to thoſe we have already there, I hope, 
will cruſh them all to atoms. As for Sir Harry, he ſeems 
to have ſpirit and alacrity, but I'm afraid we may over-rate 
his abilities I begin to be not ſo ſanguine in my expecta- 
tions of new chieftans as formerly. At the beginning of 
this unlucky quarrel, we thought little Tommy would quell 
the riot; but, inſtead of ſmothering, he only added fuel to 
the fire: then General Quomodo, with a vaſt additional 
number of our own ſervants, beſides purchaſing eighteen 
th-uſ-nd of our neighbours, was to finiſh it in a twinkling ! - 
but what has he done ?—taken a couple of their t-wns, and 
been obliged to give one of them up, becauſe be could net 
hold it any longer. His brother went out with the olive, 
ſtaid there a couple of years, pick'd up a few offals, and re- 
turned with it all wither'd and rotten | Laſt ſpring Go- 
vernor Inſolence croſs'd the water to do wonders, brib'd the 
ſaints and their concubines, but all would not do !—inſtead 
of hearkening to his propoſals, in the hour of their inſolence 
they declared him an outlaw |! Now we are buoy'd up in 
Clatter's ſkill ;—but Joſeph let us put it in his power to diſ- 
play his talents—as I certainly was in an error formerly 
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in adviſing but a third of your number, I'll now make ſome 
atonement, by propoſing to ſend double your quantity, 


JOSEPH. 


With all my heart, Crabtree, if it be not terminated next 
ſeaſon, I bid adieu to it for ever. Kate will lend us fifty 
thouſand, if we aſk her—but the difficulty is, where are we 
to get the m-n-y to p-y them—the kennels are all in an up- 
roar—and that fooliſh fellow, Twitcher, has increaſed their 
hatred againſt the whole J-nto, by fomenting the fracas be- 
tween Sir Hugh Splice-rope and Admiral Handſomely=— 


they ought not to have gone together, 


CRABTREE. 

I'm entirely of your opinion, Joſeph ; but I was not con- 
ſulted on that affair I was confined to my room at the 
time with a fore throat at Crabwood,-—the firſt accounts I 
had of it was in the newſpapers ;—and whenever I ſaw 
Charles, I diſapproved of the meaſure, as I well knew their 
oppoſite principles—they're both brave enough; but Splice- 
rope would be of more ſervice to our cauſe as a runner than 
a fighter——he's as fit for a tool as Moſes——promiſe him 
preferment, and he's yours for ever !——as to the r--fing of 
money to pay our vaſt addition of ſervants, there 1s not the 
leaſt fear of that while Moſes keeps his place—on]y find 
m-n, he'll find money, I warrant——that's his rte 
he'll t-x the air we breathe, rather than we ſhould be defici- 


ent in that commodity 


JOSEPH. 


I am very ſorry that we're nigh loſing Handſomely by the 
guarrel——he's a brave fellow, and knows his buſineſs, 


CRABTREE, 


FOR SCANDAL: 33 


CRABTREE. 


We muſt adviſe Charles to ſend Splice- rope on an expedi- 
tion by himſelf, or put him on the ye//aw l- ſt- there's no 


other remedy 


# 
7 


JOSEPH. 


It is very fortunate for us, that the Gaſconades have effec- 
ted nothing in the Weſt that fooliſh fellow, T witcher, 
had like to have ruined us paſt redemption, by his r-v—w 
laſt ſpring. If it had not been for the ſtorm, Lord and 
General Quomodo would have been entirely d-f—ted ;—— 
at leaſt there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe ſo 


CRABTREE. 


Aye, that was another childiſh bauble that I oppoſed, and 
ſo ſtrenuoufly, that Charles look'd rather cooly on me for 
ſome time afterwards : I own to you it was quite out of my 
d-p-rtm-nt to ſpeak fo vehemently, but I could not help 
it ;—and I was very much out of favour, till one day that I 
was cloſeted with him, when I gave ſuch weighty reaſons 
for the juſtneſs of my opinion, by putting him in remem- 
brance of the imbecillity of Lord Quomodo to oppoſe the 
foe, and cf the Gaſconades failing ſeveral weeks ere Boiſte- 
rous got under way, all ſolely delayed by Jemmy T wit- 
cher's raree-ſhow, that poor Charles, I believe, neither eat, 
drank, nor ſlept much, till he heard of the ſafe arrival of 
Quomodo at N Y—, 


JOSEPH, 


There is one thing, that makes me very uneaſy, and that 
is, we've no friends which we can depend on, fave Mrs, Ka- 
therine——as for old Frederick, poor fellow, he has enough to 


do to take care of himſelf. Snake, indeed, has concluded 
F everal 
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ſeveral tr— ties for us in the neiuſpapers. He had twen- 
ty or thirty of Cate's largeſt boats under way for this eſtate 
four months ago, and ſeveral thouſands of her ſervants —l 
don't know his equal in the whole eſtate ! he deſerves 
the moit ample encouragement but I wiſh we could 
put an impr-m- tur on the pr-ſs altogether, twould be of in- 
finite ſervice to our cauſe, 


CRABTREE, 


We muſt fiſt lull the Weſtern ſaints to fleep ere that be 
attempted. In the mean while Moſes's ſcheme is the beſt 
that can be adopted. 


JOSEPH. 


Aye! what is it ?—I never heard it! 


CRABTREE. 


Never heard it !—impoffible !—it is ſhrewd, yet ſimple 
every ſeaſon or two, when all his pack are in town, 
he'll propoſe in the kennel to lay an additional d---y on all 
n ſp——rs, being a luxury of life, as he calls it; and 
in the courſe of a few years it will almoſt amount to a pro- 
h-b-tion ; at leaſt it will leſſen the number greatly, be 
the means of curing the ſlaves of that prurient and imperti- 
nent mania, of ſerutinizing into Charles's affairs; and pave 
the way for our long wiſh'd-ſor annihilation of typ-gr- phi- 
ca] licentioufneſs. 


JOSEPH. 


The plan is not bad, I mult confeſs; but whenever we've 
terminated the Weſtern quarrel, I intend Moſes ſhall bring 
in the lower kennel, for an impr-m-tur ; as we 


in a b 


have a conſiderable advantage in point of numbers, I think it 
if 1t does, *twill be the moſt capital blow that 
has 


may pals : 


— 
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has ever yet been ſtruck at the root of that obnoxious tree 
of lib y, which puts us on a level with the moſt abject 
of our ſpecies and will reduce the cannaille to their pro- 
per ſphere, ignorance and ſervitude. But I beg pardon, 


Crabtree, for I muſt be gone. Farewel I expect to ſee 
you at Charles's on Thurſday. (Exit Joſeph. 
CRABTREE. 


Adieu, thou poor ſhallow-headed mathematical problem 
When Fortune ſmiles upon the man of talents, I rejoice at 
his proſperity !—but to ſee ſuch a fellow as Joſeph, without 
a ray of wit or genius, gain and ſtill poſſeſs the entire aſcen- 
dancy over Charles, is grating to every perſon of taſte and 
underſtanding |! Yet I muſt pretend a friendſhip for him, 
elſe I'd ſoon be out of my maſter's favour, There is not 
even one of the whole J-nto I dare open my mind to——as 
for Moſes, he's very traciable, and fills his office with great 
credit to himſelf ; but then he is not fit to be intruſted with 
the ſecrets of my boſom ; they'd involuntary blab out ſome- 
time or other as to Backbite, he's as double and deceitful 
as the devil; I'll have nothing to do with him——and as for 
Jemmy Twitcher, he's a filly old vaunting fool; con- 
ſtantly boaſting in public of the number and good 
condition of Charles's cockboats, and the loads of ſeaſon'd 
t-mb-r he has--- in nubibus /——he's not fit to make a con- 
fident of, ———-But I pray heaven I was once clear of this 
bungled affair, I'll bid farewel to Charles, and paſs the re- 
mainder of my days here in eaſe and retirement. 

(Exit Crabtree, 


SCENE 
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'SCENE II. The Cloſet. 
CHARLES and MOSES diſcovered fitting. 


"CHARLES. 


Y dear Moſes, there will be a vaſt additional num- 

ber of ſervants in my Weſtern eſtate next ſeaſon ; 
and I now ſent for you to conſult on the moſt proper mode 
of r-ſing m-n-y for their ſupport, without alarming my 
tenants, 


MOSES. 


My worthy maſter, nothing is more eaſy—there are a 
thouſand different methods of laying on additional t-x-s, 
never yet hit on. For inſtance, ſuppoſe we lay a t-x of 
one ſn-II-ng a year on every cat on the eſtate; this will not 
be a grievous burthen on your ſervants ;—I gueſs there is 
about a million, which, after deducing all expences, would 
yield you between thirty and forty th--ſand p-nds per an- 
num. 


CHARLES. 


But why would you lay a t-x on cats, Moſes ?!—Would 
it not be more proper on r-ce-horſes and dogs? 


MOSES. 


What you ſay, my worthy maſter, is very true but you 
don't conſider it would never paß that would fall entirely 
on the tenants, without affecting your ſervants ; and that is 
a reaſon ſufficient to throw it out. | 


CHARLES, 
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CHARLES, 

Your objection is very juſt—ane therefore, Moſes, let 
it paſs—Mark down thirty thouſand p-nds by the cat- 
t-ax. wat 

MOSES. 

I have, Sir.—Another is, all men who wear their hair 

tied, f-ve ſh-Il· ngs a head per annum.— This t- x no one can 


cavil at, as it is entirely a luxury—'twill bring you in about 
two hundred thouſand p--nds free of all charges. 


CHARLES. 
You may mark that down likewiſe—for none who admire 
their pretty heads, or love dreſs, will amputate their hair for 
the trifling ſum of f- ve ſh-1]-ngs. 


MOSES. 


The next is, every man that's between twenty-four years 
of age and fifty, who is unmarried, or can't ſhew a proper 
certificate of his marriage, one p--nd per annum, if 2 mecha- 
nic or plebeian ; ten p--nds if a gentleman ; and twenty if 


in a higher rank. This will yield at leaſt five hundred 


thouſand p- nds. 
CHARLES. 


Moſes, this is a moſt excellent t- x !—it will encourage 
population; and in that, I think, I've ſhewn my wall and 
pleajure, by giving many beautiful examples—put it down 
by all means—none can make the leaſt objection to it, un- 
leſs rakes and blackguards. 


MOSES. 


Another is, a t-x of one p--nd per annum on every lap- 
dog; and on every lady who keeps one, ditto—this * 
bring in ſixty thouſand p- nds. 


CHARLES. 


„ 
* 


r 
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CHARLES. 


Tm n afraid, Moſes, you'll draw the curſes of all the old 
maids in the eſtate on you but mark it, for I think it is a 


very proper one. 


| M 0 $ E 8. 

The next I'd propoſe is, at - x on every el- rg- man of one 
p--nd per annum for each hundred he draws. from his 
v-ngs above three hundred p-nds. | 

CHARLES. | 

Down with it, ſince tis your own propcfal ; for I'm ſure 

i was not your brother that adviſed you to it. 
MOSES. 

Indeed it was not, Sir—but I think it fair that thoſe 

who get ſo much money from your tenants and ſervants, for 


doing little or nothing, ſhould largely c-ntr-b-te to the 


£pp-rt of your eſtate; *twill yield about forty thouſand 


CHARLES, 
Well, Moſes, there is one come into my head which you 
can't have the ſinalleſt objection to, after what you've ſaid, 
| MOSES. 
I certainly would not dare to make any objection ta 
whatever t-x you propoſe, Sir, 
, CHART.ES. 


It is one, Moſes, which will cauſe all the others to paſs 
without a mutter—You'll mark down a t-x of five p- nds 


per annum on every hundred above three hundred that any 


of my domeſtics enjoy by ſerving me—this you may eltimate 
o at 
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at one hundred thouſand p--nds. Since you was ſo eager 
to t-x your brother, uo mg 
then yourſelf. 


MOSES. ts; 
I wiſh I'd let him alone—but I've ways and means enough 


left to make up for that I'll take it out of the /-cr-t ru 


m-n-y (aſide). Sir, if you commanded it, I'd give with 
the greateſt pleaſure ten or twenty p--nds per cent. out of my 
ſalary: You cannot think tis for the ſake of that vile drofs 
I attend you I value not money! If I'm ſo fortunate as to 
do your honour or eſtate any ſervice, tis all I aun at 
what are riches, without a good name ? 


CHARLES. 


I believe you are a worthy honeſt fellow, Moſes : but if 
you don't chooſe to do it of your own accord, let not me 
perſuade you to it. 


MOSES. 
Chooſe to do it nothing gives me greater pleaſure 
Command my fortune; 'tis at your ſervice. 
CHARLES. 
I'm fully ſatisfied with your conduct, Moſes—you aw @ 
nonpareil at f-n-nce—go on. 
MOSES. 
The laſt is at- x on kept miſtrefſes of 


CHARLES. 


Hold, hold, Moſes—that would be too hard—you may 
with greater juſtice t-x r-ce-horſes and fox-hounds—for my 
own part, I think the keepers are ſelf-t-xed Tufficiently by 
malatuinngthem; befides, I doubt it would never paſs hut 
3 Fre 
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Tue improved on your hint, Moſes ;—mark down a t-x on 
every man that's married, who is found in bed with any 
other than his wife: —if a mechanic or plebeian, one p--nd; 
if a gentleman, ten p--nds ; and if in a higher rank, twenty 
p--nds : and the half to go to the informer :—this, I think, 
you may venture to put down at three hundred thouſand 
p--nds per annum, 


MOSES, 


I moſt humbly thank you for your amendment—and now, 
Sir, we've raiſed upwards of a m-ll-n. I'] conſider on ways 
and means for two or three more, which, with your uſual 
rents, will be able to maintain ſuch a number of ſervants 
next year, as will certainly. gain a complete v-Ct-ry over 
your hypocritical ſaints in the Welt. 


CHARLES. 


T hope ſo, Moſes. But have you gained any more pro- 
ſelytes to our party this ſeaſon ſince the opening of the ken- 
nels ? 


* 


MOSES. 


O, yes, Sir; I've added eight to your lift of friends 
One ſtaunch p-tr-t I c-rr-pted, by promiſing to introduce 
His two daughters to your honour's wife, and get them pro- 
vided either with rich huſbands, or genteel places about her 
perſon : got one of his ſons a com---on in a new-r-fed r-gi- 
m-nt, and the other two I put into the n--y——the reſt I 
lifted by vacant ſ-n-c-r-s, with the promiſes of many more 
when they fell—they'll always be ready at a call ; and will 
never go from home without leaving notice where I'll find 
them, in caſe I'm diſtreſſed at any time for a few voices. 
I have now, Sir, fifry-fix on your menial lift, who dare not 


refuſe attending me at the kennel, any hour in the day or 
night: 
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night: I have my meſſengers trained ſo excellently, that 
they can always bring forty of them at leaſt in leſs than 
an hour ;—theſe, with the others of my party, who, al- 
though I have not in the ſame ſubjection, dare not fpeak or 
v-te againſt us, will ſecure a conſiderable majority in the 
lower kennel ; and as for the upper, we've always two or 
three to one there—ſo that if your honour has been rather 
unfortunate in loſing ground in the Weſt, you are in ſome 
meaſure recompenſed, by acquiring additional friends in the 
lower kennel, who will not fail in granting you ſufficient 
pecuniary ſ{-ppl--s towards retrieving your loſſes. 


CHARLES. 

My dear, Moſes, I never had one in your” ſituation, 
whoſe ſervice gave me half the ſatisfaction yours does 
you're ſo alert and ſedulous to the duties of your office, that 
I'm afraid you injure your health---I own it can afford me 
but ſmall conſolation, that ſince you've had the conduct of 
my affairs, your labours have not been crown'd with much 
ſucceſs ; but then as the poet ſays, you've done more 
you've deſerv'd it! 


MOSES. 


O, my worthy maſter !---you by far over-rate my poor 
abilities !---I am more than overpaid by your good opinion 
of me. 
| CHARLES. 


Say no more, Moſes: you're an invaluable treaſure to 
me !---)] provide genteely for all your family, and you ſhall 
have a p-nſ--n for life, whenever my affairs will admit of 
your r-t-r-m-nt:---Have you ſeen T witcher lately? 


MOSES, 
No, Sir, not theſe ſeveral days. 
G CHARLES, 
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CHARLES. 


I wiſh you would take the trouble of waiting on him 
perſonally, and tell him I expect he'll wait on me in- 
fantly---I am very angry with him, Moſes, 

MOSES. 
What's the matter, Sir? I'm ſure he would not wil- 


lingly offend you---for he is a faithful ſervant, and has 
your intereſt greatly at heart. 


CHARLES. 


This declaration of yours, Moſes, binds me more than 
ever to you :---I love to hear one ſervant ſpeak well of 
another :—but he has offended me very much by adviſing 
Sir Hugh Splice-rope to write his c-ſe, and inſert it in the 
n-wip-p-rs. ' 8 


MOSES. 


I am very fotry for that, Sir ;—it was an involuntary 
error which any one might have fallen into 


CHARLES. 


Say nothing in his defence, Moſes :—it was a piece of 
the greateſt folly, if not worſe, and I will not pardon it fo 
haſtily as he may imagine. Find him iuſtantly, and wait on 
me to-morrow, ( Exit Charles, 


MOSES. _. 2 
Well, my friend Twitcher, I hope your buſineſs will 


be done effeCtually—l know the, petty, mean motives that 
impell'd you to this—you was jealous of Handſomely's ſup- 


planting you, and made Splice-rone your tool but you're 
caught in your own toils. As for my affairs, they're in 
a moſt proſperous ſtate—Charles's regard for me increaſcs 
| erery 
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every day—my family are all to be well ſettled !—and I am 
to have a p-nſ--on for life !—O, the blefſed joys of a 
p-nſ--n- fires my whole frame — Retirement !---caſe !--- 
affluence !---honours !---O the vaſt ſums I'ſhall accumu- 
But ſoft! 


late ! 


I'm counting ſpoils before the field ; is won; | 
Fr——ce keeps her league with Cant who flil 


reigns ; 


When they're diſſolv'd, then I will count my gains. 


Exp or THE SECOND ACT, 


G 2 ACT 
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AW; SCENE DE 
Sir Benjamin Backbite's Houſe. 
oF: Sir Benjamin Backbite and Snake at Breakfaſt. 


Sir BENJAMIN. 
D N*T you think, Snake, that it was cruel and un- 


gentlemanlike in Moſes, to inſinuate to Charles, 
that General Flouriſh's exp-d-t-on was a very bad plan, and 
never could inſure the leaſt probability of ſucceſs ? 


4 INAKE: 
Indeed, Sir, I look on it as a mean and daſtardly piece 
of fineſſe---but did he know that you was the projector of it? 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


Know !---why, he was with Charles when I firſt preſented 
it ;---I read it in his preſence, pointed out the road his ſer- 
vants were to take, and the length of time they would be in 
- accompliſhing it.--In ſhort, every movement was ſo diſtinctly 
and minutely chalked out, that any man of common pru- 
dence, at the head of ſuch a brave ſet of fellows, would for 
certain effected it at leaſt, have cured a r-tr--t !— 


SNAKE. | 

Ay, that ſhews the ſhallow policy of Flouriſh, in its true 
light !---neither make good a r-tr--t, nor carry proviſions 
ſufficient to ſuſtain his men for the remainder of the jour- 


ney — 
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ney !\——[ wonder he took any p-wd-r and b- Il along with 
him I ſuppoſe he thought vent, vidi, vici, would da 
the buſineſs Did you recommend him to Charles, Sir 
Benjamin ? | 
Sir BENJAMIN, 

Me recommend him !---not I, upon my honour.— lle 

voluntarily offered his ſervices to Charles, and ſeemed fo 
highly delighted with the plan, that he ſaid he would fate 
his life on it's ſucceſs.---I muſt own to you, although he 
flattered me very much, I thought him too ſanguine in his 
hopes; and wiſhed the exp-d-t-n had been intruſted to the 
cautious bold Hibernian rather than Flouriſh, 


SNAKE. 


Would to heav'n it had !——We ſhould not now have 
been in this perilous ſituation, | 


Sir BENJAMIN, 


Ah, that's too true Snake !---But what vexes me moſt is, 
I told Flouriſh always to ſecure a r-tr--t, and never put it 
in the power of fortune to thwart him.— I adviſed him, 
when he arrived at Fort Ned, to make a halt, ſend his 
ſcouts acroſs the country in ſearch of Quomodo's party; 
and not to march from thence without the moſt authentic 
intelligence of their being on the road to form a j-nction 
but you ſee how he managed it !---calmly walked with his 
| eyes open into the toils he ſaw prepared for him 


SNAKE. 
His conduct is highly reprehenſible, and has been a very 


great loſs to our cauſe Flouriſhi is certainly valiant, and 


might 


q * * 
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might do well enough to lead on a party of Highlanders in a 
forlorn hope; and even then I'm afraid he'd ſ-rr-nd-r : but 
he is vaſtly deficient in the requiſites of a c-mm-nd-r : he 
wants foreſight and coolneſs, is void of that preſence of 
mind, and fertility of expedients, which mark the great man 
in the moment of ſudden danger : he has, perhaps, the cou- 
rage of a lion, but wants the ſagacity and fubtilty of the fox, 


Si» BENJAMIN. 


Upon my honour, Snake, you drawn a. very juſt and 
ſtriking portrait of him: he might do well enough in an in- 


ferior rank, but nature never intended him as a I1--der; and 
his miſtaken notion of his ſcale of talents has perhaps devoted 
him to his preſent dilemma, 

Sir Benjamin, I'm going to aſk you a queſtion, which I 
hope you'll not deem impertinent ? 

Sir BENJAMIN, 

No, Snake; whatever you propoſe, I'll anſwer it to your 

fatisfaCtion, if it be in my power. —Pray, what is it? 
SNAKE. 


It is the general report, that you have perſuaded and pre- 
yented Charles from ſeeing Flouriſh ſince he came home, 


| Sir BENJAMIN, 

My dear Snake, I'll unboſom my whole ſoul to you; for 
you merit my confidence, ——1 own I was the ſole cauſe of 
his not ſeeing Flouriſh, till his conduct had been legally in- 
veſtigated—Charles afked my opinion ;---I told bim if he 


meant to preſerve the true etiquette, he could not ſee him 
ifs with 
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with propriety in public until the enq--ry had fat, and clear'd 
him of all imputations of miſdemeanour---he might, indeed, 
ſend for him, and have a private conference---but at that 
ſentence he cut me ſhort, by ſaying, that as he had never 
admitted either of his br-th-rs, even to a fingle viſit, in- 
cogrits, ſince the raſh ſteps they took, ſo he would be the 


laſt perſon in the world to confer with any one in private, 
whom he could not, without a violation of all order, fee in 
public---and thus our converſation ended on that point, I not 
but 


thinking it proper to ſpeak any more on the ſubject 
you necd not mention” this to any one, 


Not a word of it, I aſſure you. Indeed, Sir, I think 
you only did your duty to your maſter ; but the tenants and 


ſervants, whoſe tongues are always clamorous on ſubjects 


that don't concern them, ſay it proceeded from ſpleen aud 
envy. a | "tl 
dir BENJAMIN. 

I'm inanitely obliged to you, Snake, -for letting me know 
the p-bl-c voice fo candidly---P} be the better prepared how 
to ward off the ſtabs of my aſſaſſins, who are conftantly 
blackening my ſpotleſs reputation. What ſpleen | what 


envy could J have towards a fallen man I out of ſavor, 
and rwnp-n/--n-d ! 


To be ſure, Snake, you muſt un- 
doubted!y think I could not look upon him in a very warm 
manner, who ruined, by his miſconduct, the very beſt plan 
I ever made I- Picture to yourſelf my feelings on the news 
of his ſ-rr-nd-r !---not a morſel could I fwallow for 
three days after !—as for Charles, he was much worſe, f 
poſſible-he told me afterwards, he had never received ſuch 
a ſhock 
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a ſhock before in the whole courſe of his life---and no one 
that is anywiſe jealous of his honour will blame me for 
having an antipathy to a man that's undone me, perhaps for 
ever, in the p eſtimation.——Any thing more ſaid of 
me abroad ? 
SNAKE. 

You are certain, Sir, that I'll conceal nothing from you 
that I've heard. One tranſaction more which they give 
you the honour of. | 


Sir BENJAMIN, | 
Do not keep me in ſuſpenſe !——Pray tell it me directly! 


SNAKE, ; 


That you was the ſole adviſer of Charles's ordering Flou- 
riſh to join his fellow-ſufferers in the Weſt 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


What would they have had me done, Snake? I only 
replied to a queſtion he put, demanding my anſwer ; it was 
this, Whether it was proper that Flouriſh ſhould re- 
main on this eſtate, while thoſe whom he had devoted, were 
ſuffering all the miſeries of cap———y ? VV hat would 
your reply have been to that queſtion, Snake ? 


SNAKE. 


That he ought not only to ſhare their ſufferings, but de- 
ſerved to be c-nfin-d for life... believe, Sir Benja- 
min, that's a clincher : If I can whiſper away the reputa- 
tions of the Quomodos, Flouriſh and Handſomely I'm made 
for ever! (Aſide.) 
Sir 
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Sir BENJAMIN. 


You perfectly coincide with me, Snake; and ſurely none 


can blame me for diſcharging my duty gut I've a very 
particular favour to beg of you? | 


SNAKE. 
You are certain of my ſervices, 


Sir BENJAMIN, 
Have you read the papers to-day? 


Name it, Sir. 


SNAKE, 


Oh, I know what you're at- Ade.) Les, Sir Benja- 
min; and it gives me great uncaſineſs to ſee the blame of 
-Flouriſh's - exp-d-tion thrown on you! but none unleſs a 
"villain would dare traduce ſuch a worthy character as Sir 
Benjamin Backbite---the Cato of his country!) | 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


J have a ſhrewd gueſs of the quarter it came from; one 
of Moſes's ſecret ſtabs ! 


SNAKE. 


Heavens ! could he be guilty of ſuch infamy !=—O tis 


hard knowing this world ! if I was certain he was privy to 
ſuch ſcandalous tranſactions, I'd paragraph him, although 
I am but an inferior ſervant, 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


I am quite ſure *twas he, by the one againſt my honeſt 
and worthy friend, Jemmy Twitcher ; and the vile lying puff 
on his own prudent management, | 


H SNAKE. 
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SNAKE. 
Then Sir Benjamin, as I hold you in the higheſt eſteem, 


to wipe off thoſe malevolent aſperſions, my pen, my voice, 
my all is at your ſervice ! 


Sir BENJAMIN, 


My beſt of friends] Can I oblige you in any thing — 
I'Il get you a ſeat in the kennel, if you chooſe ? 


T7 


SNAKE, 


I am ever bound to ſerve you ! and ſhall gratefully re- 
member your bounty! 


Sir BENJAMIN. 


You may depend on it, Snake ;j---my word is ſufficient, — 
Jemmy ſent for me this morning, and ſlic w'd them to me— 
he's very much caſt down at the palpadle lies which are told. 
But, my dear Snake, what I want to beg of you is, that 
you'll get two or three little articles which I've wrote, in- 
ſerted in to-morrow's papers; and I'll eſteem it a particular 
favour if you'd tranſcribe them, as I am afraid of my hand 
(Giving him a purſe.) That will pay the 
Charges you may be at in having them plac'd in a conſpicu- 
ous part of the paper. Now I' read them to you. 
(Keads.) * Charles is ſo fully convinced of the excellence 
of Sir Benjamin Backhite's ſcheme to have form'd a j- ne- 
tion, that he is daily conferring every mark of favour which 
& a maſter can on a ſervant : Sir Benjamin has already gi- 
ns of next ſeaſon, that 


being known, 


ven in a plan of the op 
i meets with univerſal approbation; and which, if not mar'd 
& by a l—dcr ſuch as Flouriſh, cannot fail of the long wihh'd 
& for ſucceſs,” How do you like that one, Snake ? 


SNAKE. 


FOR SC. AND ATL. 
SNAKE. 


Like it, Sir Benjamin ! there is not one in town could 


51 


dreſs it up to more advantage. 


J love them ſhort and pithy. 


Sir BENJAMIN. 
Even Lord Spindle 


himſclf has not a more happy knack than I have of wri- 


ting a paragraph, 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


But I'll read you the ſecond. ( Reads.) 
The infamous attack on the conduct of the patriotic Jem- 
my T witcher, inſerted in one of yeſterday's ſcurrilous re- 
publican papers, is untrue, illiberal and unmanly : ne 
one of his predeceſſors was ever in greater eſteem with 
Charles than J. mmy 1s at this moment : the cockboats 
were never half ſo numerous as now at ſuch an early pe- 
riod of the diſpute ? and he has pawn'd his honour to his 
maſter, that in a twelve-month he will have a ſuperior 
number ready for ſ-rvice than the Chriſtian and Catholic 
"(quires can both fit out As to his impeding Admiral 
Boiſterous, it was very proper at that juncture, till he 
had learnt for a certainty, whether the Gaſconades were 
bound to our ſaints in the Weſt, or againit our ſugar- 
houſes, And as to his infringing on the privileges of the 
cockboat veterans, and embezzling the money of the 
eſtate, they are infamous falſchoods; the 1rifling emolu- 
ments ariſing from his office being ſpent in private dona- 
tions to the unfortunate ; in covering the naked, and feed» 
ing the hungry,” £54 


SNAKE. 


Upon my honour, Sir, I never heard or read a better one 


in my life !—You've ſaid more in vindication of Jemmy than 
of yourſelf ! 


8 


fi 
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Sir BENJAMIN. 


Why, Snake, to let you into 'a ſecret, Twitcher and I 
have lately entered into a league offenſive and defenfive ; I'm 
to vindicate his management of the cockboats in the lower 
kennel, and he's to do the ſame for me in the upper one.— 
As for Moſes, although I'll never defend him fo ſtrenuouſly 
as formerly, I muſt ſtill keep up a ſhew of friendſhip-while 


I hold my place, to prevent ſuſpicion but now for him, 
although laſt, not leaſt in my cſteem. ( Reads.) “ That 
ce the tenants and ſervants jon this eſtate may not be miſled 
« by the poor pitiful puffer of Moſes, in yeſterday's vile 
ce proſtituted paper, it will be but doing juſtice to paint 
de him in his true colours :—He is mean and avarici- 

& ous; unſtable in every thing he undertakes; timid in 
4 danger, yet bold even to impudence in the kennel] and 

& pr-ſ{-nce ; his plans are futile, narrow, undigeſted and 

cc ſhallow ; the juſt tranſcripts of his feeble mind: He, has 

& ſome degree of taſte, but not one ſpark of that bold ſub- 
& limity of thought and exalted ſentiment which character- 

izes the man of genius: He is an adept at figures and fi- 
nance; for Nature never intended him a more elevated 

ſtation than to ſtand behind a counter, or ſcribble at a 

merchant's deſk : The very utmoſt height ſhe would allow 

him to ſoar, was to be an under ſecretary, but Fortune 

has made him a p————r: While he has the manage- 

& ment of Charles's affairs, there will be no deficiencies of 
5 {-ppl--s; but neither peace nor ſucceſs muſt he expect; 

e and his friends will drop from him like water,” 


\ 


SNAKE, 
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SNAKE, q 

I am-ſure, Sir Benjamin, this will ſerve Moſes. for his 

breakfaſt to-morrow. But an excellent thought has juit- 


now ſtruck me, which I'll communicate to paper, if: yow- 
pleaſe ? 
Sir BENJAMIN. 
By all means, Snake, 
SNAKE, (After writing alittle.) "x 0 

I've wrote an extract of a letter, Sir Benjamin, from one 
of the unfortunate gentlemen now in _c-pt—ty in the Weſt 2 
Every mite, however ſmall, will be of ſome (ervice—— 
( Reads.) * B—-n, Sept. 4th 1778. I long to fee my 
c friends at home, but when we'll be I-b-r-ted, Heaven 
& knows! Nothing could equal the indignation every, man 
« ſhewed at the (-r- r:—if Flouriſh had not been a fool 
& or a madman, he'd have either made his r-tr-at good to 
« Fort Ned, or died with his fd in his hand: it was 
ea moſt glorious plan, worthy of a Marlborough or a Staic | \ 
c to have formed, and was impoſſible to have failed, had it 
ce been properly executed: and I ſincerely pity that moſt 
te warlike meteor, Sir Benjamin Backbite, who projected it. 
« *Tis really a truth, that we had ſeveral things feereted, 
« contrary to tr--ty, which was done in conſequence of 1 
% Flouriſh's private inſtructions: That is the reaſon of our 1 


remaining in C ——y; and we have no hopes of croſ- 
6 ſing the water till all matters are made up. 


P. S. I ſuppoſe Flouriſh is thundering away in the 
„ kennel : he'll be at home there ;—a black gown and a tye 
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ec wig will ſuit him better than a r-d c—t and c-ckade ; pen, 
& ink and paper his fire arms; and let him give the word of 
« command on a wool-ſack. Tom Brown is in good 
<« health, and deſires to be remembered to you 
&« to Miſs Sophy, inform her that her picture ſtill lies 
ec in my boſom, warms my heart, and a kiſs of it acts as 
tc an infallible remedy for every diſorder. 
tc yours, &c. J. THoMPsON,” How do you like 
it, Sir? | 


my love 


Adieu 


| Sir BENJAMIN. 
Excellently |! now, my dear Snake, ſet off directly to 
the printer's, get them good places, and call on me to-mor- 


row evening Come and dine wita me. 
SNAKE. 
I ſhall certainly do myſelf that honour.— Vour moſt 
obedient, | (Exit Snake. 
Manet Sir BEN FAM IN. 


I've 


That's an honeſt, downright, obliging fellow 
a great regard for him How congenial ſouls cling tegether ! 
He's a man after my own heart, in whom there is no guile.— 
But I muſt inſtantly ſet about preparations for the enq-ry 
for, after all, I'm in ſome dread that part of the diſgrace will 
fall on me, ( Exit, 


SCENE 


* * 
— ——— . uo, 


FOR SCANDAL: 


SCENE II. 'The Clſet. 


Charles and Sir Oliver diſcovered. 


CHARLES. 


HAVE ſent for you, Sir Oliver, on a matter of the 

higheſt importance to myſelf and my eftate—notwith- 
ſtanding my preſent domeſtics are as faithful and aſſiduous 
in their reſpective ſtations as I could deſire, and although 
their plans when executed ox paper, are feaſible and correct, 
and diſplay great ſkill and ingenuity, yet they are ſo un- 
fortunate as to be ſeldom or never crown'd with the wiſhed- 
for ſucceſ For inſtance, Sir Benjamin Backbite's ſcheme 
to form a j-nct-on, and open a communication between 
the Hibernian hero and General Quomodo, was the very 
beſt I ever peruſed in the whole courſe of my life wiſh 
you had ſcen it—every ſtep was as minutely drawn out as 
Armſtrong's ſurvey of the pgſt-road from London to Dover. 


Sir OLIVER. | 
But pray, with ſubmiſſion, what enabled him to be ſo 
exact ? 
CHARLES. | 
Il tell you—he happened to retain in his ſervice an 


Am---can, whoſe father was of this country be had 
travelled 
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travelled from the St. L-w—ce. to N Y-— two of 
three times annually for the ſpace of twenty years—Sir 
Benjamin had him. at his elbow, and his atlas on the table, 
during the whole time of drawing it and it was ſo com- 
pletely finiſhed, that not a river, lake, pool, moraſs or 
wood within twenty miles of either ſide the road was leſt 
ut; their length and breadth marked, with all thoſe places 
where there was the leaſt probability of the en—y's lying 


in ambuſh—and yet, you ſee, it miſcarried—but what I 
mean to propoſe to you is this—you ſhall] have Moſcs's 


place, and che full power of bringing in any one you pleaſe 
to aſſiſt you in my (domeſtic affairs. What — you to the 


»propoſal, Sir Oliver ? 
S:r O L IV EEX. 


My honoured maſter ! my life, my fortune is at the ſer- 
vice of you and the eſtate; but I can never deem it com- 
patible with the opinion I hold, to accept of your gracious 
affers on theſe conditions. 


CHARLES, 


Give me your reaſon. 


Sr OLIVER. 


Sir, will you allow me to ſpeak the real ſentiments of my 
beart, free and unconſtrained ? 


CHARLES, 


Moſt certainly——"Twras for that reaſon 1 requeſted this 
nterview——open your boſom freely, give me your opinion 


OY: and boldly on the lituation of my affairs; you can 


never 


- 
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never offend me, providing you carry any degree of convic- 
tion with your obſervations,” for tis natural to ſuppoſe ſome 
of them may be oppolite to mine. Inform me explicitly 
why you refuſe it, 


Sir OLIVER. 
Becauſe I am determined, for the ſake of my own honour 


and reputation, never to be anywiſe connected with ſuch a 
ſet of fools and knaves as your p eſent J-nto. O my wor- 


thy maſter | 'tis my utmoſt wiſh, the greateſt height of my 


ambition, to ſerve you, but faithfully and effefually---T do 


not want to be an unworthy retainer in your houſehold, 


fruitleſsly ſp-II- ng the bl—d of your ſervants, ruining your 
fortune, Waſting the p-bl-c tr—ſure, and baſely accumu- 
Jating a fortune at the expence of my fame and integrity! 
No: God forbid ! 


CHARLES. 


Do not be ſo warm, Sir Oliver. * yourſelf—Tell 
we who 1s exceptionable. 


$8 OLIVER. 


All of them, Sir: although I am no prophet, this I'll pre- 
dict, while any one of them has the leaſt influence over your 
honour, there. will be nothing but troubles and misfortunes 
attending you—Their ſchemes are feeble, inadequate, and 
will al ways prove abortive, 


falſchood. 


- 


They keep you hoodwinked,, 
my worthy maſter | and poiſon your mind with flattery and 


b CHARLES. 


* 
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CHARLES, 


Sir Oliver, when I gave you the liberty to deliver your 
ſentiments freely, I expected, from your great abilities, to 
have heard cloſe-pointed reaſoning, inſtead of which you've 
fubſtituted vague declamation——lI aſk your. opinion of 
Moſes ? 


J beg you'll excuſe my warmth, Sir; but I cannot help 
it, whenever I am forced to ſpeak on ſuch an .intereſting 
ſubject. As to Moſes, he's a perſon of ſome abilities, but 
void of every qualification that is eſſential for one of his ſta» 
tion, excepting the raiſing ef m-n-y, which he ſquanders in 
the moſt profuſe manner, by vainly attempting what he'll 
never accompliſh To prove what I advance, has he ever 
been proſperous in any thing of conſequence that he has yet 
undertook to extricate you from thoſe diſaſters into which 
he has immerſed you ? ; 


CHARLES, 


J muſt own, Sir Oliver, he has not ;—but have the wiſeſt 
men, or the greateſt generals, been always the moſt fortu- 
nate No, Sir; we've had many inſtances to the con- 
rrary. 8 


Sr OLIVER, 


J hope, my honoured maſter, you'll pardon me in declar- 
ing that I am of a different opinion The nobleſt charac- 
ters that ever adorned humanity, have been blended with light 
and ſhade, but has not the light always greatly predominat- 
ed :I look on wiſdom and fortune as intirely ſynonymous— 

| N ame. 


« 
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Name the great general or ſtateſman that was not ſucceſs- 
ful ?—To what ſhall we attribute all their proſperity — 
is to, that we: term chance, tis of nd moment who, manages 
your affairs, ſigce the moſt conſummate. foal, may bes as ſug- 
ceſsful as the molt brilliant genius No, Sir, their, gopd 
fortune proceeded from. their | ſuperior talents : their great 
minds never formed a plan chat they, could not almoſt in up 
its ſucceſs: they never preſented diſtorted outlines ag a hpiſhe 

ed picture: their maſterly deſigns were the offspring of 
tranſcendent genius and profound. inveſtigation, minutelx 
and impartially ſcrutinizing them in every point of vicw, 
making juſt, allowances for thoſe fortuitous accidents that 
might accrue in its execution, and remedy ing, as far as the 
moſt perfect of human nature could foreſec, every defect 
ſueh wiſe, ſuch well- laid plans were ſeldom or never 


fruſtrated. f 6 1 
8 CHARLES, . 
That laſt ſpeech of yours, Sir Dek has charmed me !— 
You've made a proſelyte of me, 
Si” OLIVER. 


0 my eracious and worthy maſter ! could I open your 
eyes to the light, and your ears to the truth, how happy” 
would be your now forlorn and diſtreſſed ſervants ! 


CHARLES, 

What do you fay, Sir Oliver ?—my ſervants on this 
eftate never enjoyed more felicity than at Fan 
yourſelf, 

Sir OLIVER, 
- Ah, Sir! thoſe who tell you ſo are infidious enemies ta 


your 1 and eſtate the quarrel with your Weſtern 
I 3 h ſervants 
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ſervants was ; begun l in error, and is continued in obſtinacy : 
it has cut off a vill many of thoſe rich fountains from which 
you drew the ſinews of your once formidable power; be- 
numb'd and almoſt annihilated the commerce of your ' af- 
flicted ſervants, who are now on the brink of miſery.—— 
Alas, Sir! you fee not their wretchedneſs ! immured 
within the walls of your houſe, ſurrounded by ſycophants 
and flatterers, you can never come at the ſources of true in- 
telligence I know your virtues, I know your gentle and 
compaſſionate nature in private life too well, to entertain 
the moſt diſtant idea cf their being oppreſſed by your per- 
miſſion :—Did not their great love for your p-rſ-n and f-m-ly 
reſtrain their fury, perhaps the conſequences might prove 
fatal; but they have calmly reſigned themſelves to patience, 
in hopes that in ſome fortunate moment the film will be re- 
moved from gyour eyes, and you'll view the miſeries your- 
ſelf and they are involved in, by the avariciouſneſs, cruelty, 
ſtubbornneſs and folly of the deteſtable domeſtics you have 
at this moment 1n your ſervice, 


CHARLES. 


O, Sir Oliver, you have awakened me from my lethargy ! 
Il ſee with remorſe, with ſhame, with horror, the errors 
they have led me into but what can I do to recover my 
ſervants in the Welt ? | 


Sir OLIVER. 1 


Inſtantly remove and imp- ch all thoſe obnoxious perſons, 
and ſecret c--nc-]I-rs that have adviſed you to thoſe fatal 
meaſures, and you'll ſoon ſee your Weſtern ſervants ſend ' 
agreeable and honourable propoſals of reconciliation ; for 
what confidence can they place in the promiſes or proteſta- 


tions of thoſe who have ſtrained every paint their weak but 
wicked 
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wicked minds could ſuggeſt to undo them I treat with 
them as men that have taſted the bleſſings of liberty, and 
knew how to preſerve it; although you never can expect 
them in the ſame ſtate of ſubjection as formerly, as they'll 
ſtill preſerve their preſent e-v-rnm=nt, yet Tm certain 
they'll conſent to a federal uni- n, a reciprocal tr- de, volun- 
tary ſ-ppli-s to ſupport the eſtate, and own you far their 
maſter. To a mind. ſuch as yours, that neither delights 
in tyranny nor cruelty, I am ſure you'll reap more real 
felicity and itrength from ſuch a rational compact, than in 
continuing, without the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, the 
preſent horrible and oppreſſive meaſures, 


CHARLES, 


My good angel !---my ſaviour !---O, bleſſed be for ever 
this happy interview |! P11 diſcard all the infamons J-nto 
this inſtant let the kennels puniſh them for the diſaſters 
they have brought on the eſtate My dear Sir Oliver, I 
give you Moſes's place, and you are at liberty to fill up all 
the vacancies with thoſe whom you think are the moſt de- 
ſerving of them, 


How to thank you, I am at a loſs !---not for myſelf, but 
for m-Il- ns of my fellow-creatures, whoſe joy, when this 
glorious event, this regeneration, is made known to them, 
will know no bounds, I'll take care to appoint men of 
abilities and integrity in every department; and as for my- 
ſelf, I deſire to enjoy my office no longer, than when I ceaſe 
to give ſatisfaction to yourſelf, and the impartial and unin- 
fluenced part of the eſtate, PII inſtantly conſult on the 


mode of opening a tr--ty with your Weſtern ſervants, and 
order an immediate c- ſſ-t- n. 


« Oh, 
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* Oh, what a glorious taſk! it fires my breaſt, 
« And my ſoul's darling paſſion ſtands confeſs d: 
Beyond or Loye's, or Friendſhip's ſacred band 


* 


<<. Beyond myſelf, I prize my native land : 124k 
4 On this foundation will J build my fame, & 
te And emulate the Greek and Roman name: ö 


Think England's gæace bought cheaply with * bloody 
5 And dis with pleaſure far my 3 Good,” 


Speedily will be publiſhed, 


1 


* 
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